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her to her bedchamber, for such was the royal etiquette at that
time. The next formality was, that prince George escorted his
guest to his sleeping apartment, only to dress, as many other
ceremonials were still to be performed. Then Charles led her
majesty to the grand state dinner, which was as public as a state
dinner at Windsor castle in the dark days at Christmas could be.
When the supper had arrived, the grand scene of Spanish courtesy
took place, and that, indeed, had an air of long-departed chivalry.
Charles's studied graces were reserved for the propitiation of the
ostensible favourites, the duke and duchess of Marlborough. To
the husband he presented his sword, with the rather touching
regret, u that he had nothing worthier of his acceptance; for he
was poor, and had little more than his sword and his mantle."
At the end of the meal, Charles of Austria, with elaborate com-
pliments, prevailed on the duchess to give him the napkin which
it was her office to present to the queen, and he held it for her
majesty when she washed her hands. At the moment of giving
back the napkin to the duchess of Marlborough, he presented
her with a superb diamond ring.

Charles of Austria then gave his hand to queen Anne, and led
her to her bedchamber, where he made some stay, informing her
majesty that it was his intention to depart early the next morning,
and therefore he would take his leave that night. Prince G-eorge
was ill, but meant to escort the claimant of Spain to Portsmouth.
This Charles positively refused to permit, in his state of health ;
but the prince insisted on attending him to his coach when he
departed the next morning. Charles of Austria was scarcely seen
by the English, in his dark December visit to the royal seclusion
of Windsor; he was afterwaixls the emperor Charles YI. of
Germany, father to the great empress, Maria Theresa.

The following is the routine of the palace life of queen Anne.
The bedchamber-woman came into waiting before her majesty
rose, and previous to prayers. If a lady of the bedchamber were
present the bedchamber-woman handed her the queen's linen, and
the lady put it on her majesty. Every time the queen changed
her dress in the course of the day, her habiliments made the same
formal px*ogress from hand to hand. The princesses of the blood-
royal in Prance had the privilege, as it was considered, of passing
their queen's garments from one to the other till the princess of
the highest rank put it on her majesty. Queen Anne was some-
what less tormented with these ceremonials than were the queens
of Prance. When the queen washed her hands, her page of the
"backstairs brought and set upon a side table a basin and ewer.
Then the bedchamber-woman placed it before the queen, and